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Hooksett, NH 03106 

April 26, 2019 

Melodie Esterberg, P.E. 
Chief of Design Services 
N. H. Department of Transportation 
John O. Morton Building 
7 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03302-0483  

Dear Chief Esterberg, 

In a letter dated April 4, 2016, the Public Service Company of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy 
(PSNH) petitioned for permission to install an electric transmission line, including related conduit, cable, 
wires, poles, structures and devices across, over and along certain state highways pursuant to RSA 
231:160 and requested issuance of a Use and Occupancy Agreement, appropriate licenses and 
permissions authorizing the proposed use. This letter was included as Appendix 17 of the April 12, 2016 
Application (“Application”) to the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee (“SEC”) for a Certificate 
of Site and Facility (“Certificate”) to construct and operate the Seacoast Reliability Project―a new 115 
kilovolt (kV) transmission line between the Madbury and Portsmouth substations (“SRP” or the 
“Project”). 
 
A letter dated March 17, 2017 was sent as part of an Amendment (“Amendment”) to the Application to 
the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee for a Certificate of Site and Facility. The Amendment 
was submitted to the SEC on March 29, 2017. 
 
On July 27, 2018 PSNH issued supplemental testimony, reports and associated materials to the SEC. 
Revised Environmental Maps (Appendix 2b) and the Engineering Drawings (Appendix 5b) were 
submitted to the SEC as part of that filing. The drawing updates did not include any changes that affected 
the previous submittals or applications sent to the New Hampshire Department of Transportation 
(NHDOT). As part of this filing PSNH submitted a letter to you with an Exception Request to Section 
XII.A.4 of the 2017 Utilities Accommodation Manual.  
 
The Project is an approximately 13-mile 115kV transmission line from Madbury to Portsmouth, NH. This 
is a reliability project. The purpose of SRP is to provide an additional path to enhance the existing 115 
kV transmission system between the Deerfield and Scobie Pond Substations along with 115 kV 
transmission ties to Maine in order to address reliability concerns in the New Hampshire Seacoast 
Region, which have previously been identified by the Independent System Operator of the New England 
electric system (“ISO-NE”). PSNH, working with ISO-NE, conducted an assessment of the New 
Hampshire and Vermont portion of the New England transmission system to determine whether the 
electrical infrastructure is sufficient to reliably deliver electricity under a wide range of system 
conditions. The study concluded that, for the New Hampshire Seacoast Region, additional transmission 
capacity is needed to support the reliable delivery of electric power to meet the Region’s current demand 
and future increased demand. 



 
13 Legends Drive 

Hooksett, NH 03106 

 
There are 7 aerial crossings of state-maintained Highways for the Project as described in the April 4, 2016 
letter, April 12, 2016 Application to the SEC, and March 17, 2017 letter and March 29, 2017 Amendment.  
The highways to be crossed include: Madbury Road in Madbury, US Route 4 in Durham, NH Route 108 
in Durham, newly constructed access ramps to the Spaulding Turnpike (NH Route 16) in Newington, 
the Spaulding Turnpike (NH Route 16) mainline in Newington and Woodbury Avenue in Newington.  
 
 
The Department of Transportation through Lennart Suther, P.E., Utilities Engineer, provided comments 
to Eversource through email on September 24th, 2018 stating the following; 
 

The attached documents together with the previously provided plans, driveway permit applications, and 
documents provides the information and documentation necessary for the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation Bureau of Highway Maintenance and Bureau of Turnpikes to prepare, execute and issue the 
following with the previously stated conditions upon approval of the Seacoast Reliability Project by the Site 
Evaluation Committee; 

1. A Use and Occupancy Agreement for the lateral crossing of the LAROW of US 4 in Durham, the CAROW 
of Woodbury Avenue Extension and Spaulding Turnpike Exit 3 Southbound Off/On-Ramp, and the 
LAROW of the Spaulding Turnpike in Newington, and longitudinal use along the LAROW of the 
Spaulding Turnpike in Newington of aerial facilities.  The Agreement will include a requirement for a 
locked gate at the access through the north LAROW of US 4. 

2. Driveway permits for temporary access to construct utility poles and aerial facilities from Beech Hill Road 
into the north side of US 4, from the west side of NH 108, and the east side of NH 108 into the Eversource 
easement in Durham, and from the northeast side of Woodbury Avenue into the Eversource easement in 
Newington. 

3. Encroachment permits for temporary access to construct utility poles and aerial facilities on the northwest 
side of Woodbury Avenue Extension, the southeast side of Woodbury Avenue Extension, from Arboretum 
Drive into the west side of the Spaulding Turnpike, the west side of the Spaulding Turnpike, and across 
Woodbury Avenue Extension, Spaulding Turnpike Exit 3 southbound off and on-ramps and the Spaulding 
Turnpike.  Encroachment work affecting traffic within the Spaulding Turnpike may be required to occur at 
night. 

4. Pole licenses for the proposed poles in Madbury Road and US 4. 
5. Approvals in coordination with Highway Maintenance for the installation of aerial facilities crossing across 

Madbury Road in Madbury, US 4 and NH 108 in Durham. 
Eversource shall change any reference to “NH 4” to “US 4” in all documents and plans. 

Upon approval of the project by the Site Evaluation Committee, Eversource shall submit current plans, 
applications for driveways, pole licenses, and encroachment permits to Highway Maintenance District 6 or 
Turnpikes as appropriate and Design Services of Highway Design. 

On January 31st, 2019 the NHSEC issued their Certificate of Site and Facility with Conditions. One of 
those conditions as previously stated by NHDOT was for Eversource to apply for and obtain the required 
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Use and Occupancy Agreements, driveway permits, encroachment permits, pole licenses and other 
approvals as required from NHDOT.  
 
Eversource has issued the final crossing drawings for construction and submits this letter and associated 
documents for NHDOT review and approval to issue the final required permits and permissions.  In 
addition, hardcopy and or electronic plan sets are hereby provided to Highway Maintenance District 6, 
Bureau of Turnpikes and Highway Design, Design Services in accordance with instruction provided by 
Mr. Suther in email correspondence to Eversource on April 4, 2019.  Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions or concerns.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Kurt I. Nelson 
Sr. Land Use Licensing & Permitting Specialist 
Eversource Energy 
(603) 714-3031 
kurt.nelson@eversource.com 
 
 
 
Cc:  Kerry Locke, NHDOT Highway District 6 
 Sam Newsom, NHDOT Bureau of Turnpikes 
  
  
 
Attachment A – Amended List of Aerial Crossings Over State Highways & Aerial Crossing Design 
 Plans for State Highways 
Attachment B – UAM Exception Request Letter 
Attachment C – Environmental Checklist 
Attachment D –  Driveway Permit Applications 
Attachment E –  Use and Occupancy Drawings  
Attachment F –  Encroachment Permit Drawings  
Attachment G -  Pole License Petitions 
Attachment H – Requested Plans for Highway Maintenance Coordination 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
AMENDED LIST OF AERIAL CROSSINGS OVER STATE 

HIGHWAYS & AERIAL CROSSING DESIGN PLANS FOR 
STATE HIGHWAYS 

 

 
Highway Town Highway 

Classification 
Right of Way Line Between 

Structures 

Madbury RoadA
 Madbury II Easement ROW F107 #6* & #7 

US Route 4A
 Durham I LAROW F107 #8 & #9* 

NH Route 108A
 Durham I         ROW F107 & 3162 #59, #3162-18 & #60 

Ramp 1A: 
Woodbury 

Avenue 
Spaulding TPK  
NH Route 16/4 

 

Newington I CAROW F107 
 

3850 

#120 & #121* 
 

#62 & 61* 

Ramp 2A: 
Spaulding TPK 
NH Route 16/4, 
Exit 3 On/Off 

R  
 

Newington I CAROW F107 
 

3850 

#122* & #123* 
 

#60* & #59* 

Spaulding TPK 
Route 16/4: 

Mainline 

Newington I CAROW F107 #134 & #135 

Spaulding TPK NH 
Route 16/4, 
Retainment BasinB 

Newington I        LAROW F107 #131 & #133 

Woodbury AvenueA
 Newington II Easement ROW F107 

 
E194 

#139 & #140 
 

#9 & #8 
A The aerial crossing is amended from initial design. 
B The aerial crossing has been included in addition to previously requested crossings 
* Note: aerial structures will be placed within the public right of way at these locations 

 
Note: aerial structures F107 #120, #121, #125 and 3850 #58 & #57 will be placed in 
the public way but have no aerial crossings over state highways. 
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   UAM Exception Request Letter  
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July 27, 2018 

Melodie Esterberg, P.E. 
Chief of Design Services 
N. H. Department of Transportation 
John O. Morton Building 
7 Hazen Drive 
Concord, NH 03302-0483  
 
Re: Seacoast Reliability Project UAM Exception Request 
 

Dear Chief Esterberg, 

In a letter dated April 4, 2016, the Public Service Company of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy (PSNH) 
petitioned for permission to install an electric transmission line, including related conduit, cable, wires, poles, 
structures and devices across, over and along certain state highways pursuant to RSA 231:160 and requested issuance 
of a Use and Occupancy Agreement, appropriate licenses and permissions authorizing the proposed use. 
 
A letter dated March 17, 2017 was sent as part of an Amendment (“Amendment”) to the Application to the New 
Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee (“SEC”) for a Certificate of Site and Facility (“Certificate”) dated April 12, 2017 
to construct and operate the Seacoast Reliability Project―a new 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line between the 
Madbury and Portsmouth substations (“SRP” or the “Project”). The Amendment was submitted to the SEC on March 
29, 2017. 
 
The Project is an approximately 13-mile 115kV transmission line from Madbury to Portsmouth, NH. This is a reliability 
project. The purpose of SRP is to provide an additional path to enhance the existing 115 kV transmission system 
between the Deerfield and Scobie Pond Substations along with 115 kV transmission ties to Maine in order to address 
reliability concerns in the New Hampshire Seacoast Region, which have previously been identified by the Independent 
System Operator of the New England electric system (“ISO-NE”). PSNH, working with ISO-NE, conducted an 
assessment of the New Hampshire and Vermont portion of the New England transmission system to determine 
whether the electrical infrastructure is sufficient to reliably deliver electricity under a wide range of system conditions. 
The study concluded that, for the New Hampshire Seacoast Region, additional transmission capacity is needed to 
support the reliable delivery of electric power to meet the Region’s current demand and future increased demand. 
 
There are 7 aerial crossings of state maintained Highways for the Project as described in the April 4, 2016 letter, April 
12, 2016 Application to the SEC, and March 17, 2017 letter and April 12, 2017 Amendment.  The highways to be 
crossed include: Madbury Road in Madbury, NH Route 4 in Durham, NH Route 108 in Durham, newly constructed 
access ramps to the Spaulding Turnpike in Newington, the Spaulding Turnpike mainline in Newington and Woodbury 
Avenue in Newington.  
 
Copies of revised Environmental Maps (Appendix 2b) and the Engineering Drawings (Appendix 5b) have been 
submitted to the SEC as part of the July 27, 2018 filing. 
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The amended Aerial Crossing Design Plans for State Highways are provided with Attachment A to the letter dated 
March 17, 2017. 
 
On October 31, 2017, The New Hampshire Department of Transportation (“NHDOT”) issued the Utility 
Accommodation Manual 2017 (“UAM”). This manual supersedes, “all previous utility instructions, written or oral, 
relative to or in conflict with this manual.” The UAM added Section XII.A.4 Horizontal Clearance at Highway Structures. 
The requirements of this section were not included in the 2010 version of the Utility Accommodation Manual which 
was the guidance document at the time of the Application and Amendment. Section XII.A.4 includes a requirement 
that, “Aerial utility lines shall not cross highway structures or cross the roadway within 50’ of a highway structure. 
Where existing highway structures are rehabilitated or reconstructed, existing crossing aerial utility lines shall be 
adjusted to meet this requirement.” It also states, “Horizontal clearance requirements for aerial facilities crossing 
highway structures within existing crossings rights-of-way will be reviewed on a case by case basis.” 
 
Section XII.A.4 affects two proposed crossing locations at Madbury Road in Madbury, NH and NH Route 4 in Durham, 
NH. PSNH and NHDOT previously discussed these two locations during meetings conducted on February 7, 2017 and 
February 24, 2017, and the overhead designs at the Madbury Road crossing in Madbury and NH Route 4 Crossing in 
Durham and were modified to provide additional clearance to lessen constraints to future maintenance activities on 
bridge abutments at these locations. These changes were included in the Amendment, prior to the 2017 UAM 
publication, with the anticipation of a change in bridge clearance requirements.  
 
PSNH currently holds a license with Pan Am Railway, Inc. to install, use, maintain, repair and remove transmission lines 
on their premises between Mile Posts 250.01 and 247.85 of Pan Am Valuation Section 2 Maps 59-61. The Pan Am 
Railway right of way width varies between 90 feet and 120 feet approximately centered on the railroad track. The 
width is predominantly 90 feet crossing Madbury Road and NH Route 4.  The license restricts PSNH to the west side 
of the corridor. Additionally, PSNH, between PSNH’s Madbury Substation and NH Route 4, acquired an additional 75 
feet width of easement for access, installation operation and maintenance of transmission lines adjacent to the Pan 
Am right of way. South of NH Route 4 PSNH acquired 25 feet of rights for access, installation operation and 
maintenance of transmission lines, except for poles and towers, adjacent to the west edge of the Pan Am right of way. 
As a result, PSNH has real estate rights to install, operate and maintain transmission lines, with a width varying 
between approximately 85 and 115 feet.   
 
Two bridge structures encumber the area where PSNH has real estate rights. These bridges are crossings of the Pan 
AM Railway track. A bridge on Madbury Road occupies approximately 55 feet of PSNH right of way. A bridge carrying 
NH Route 4 occupies approximately 45 feet of the PSNH right of way. PSNH, as shown on the drawings submitted with 
the Amendment moved the alignment of the SRP design so that the center of the line was as far from the bridge 
structure and abutments as possible while still maintaining clearance as required by the National Electric Safety Code 
(NESC) to the edge of the right of way. Additionally, as part of the modifications PSNH changed the design 
configuration of SRP from primarily horizontal construction to delta configuration to move all phase conductors as far 
from the bridge structures as possible. This results in a minimum of 24 feet of clearance from the centerline of the 
transmission line to the closest point of the bridge structure (generally the bridge abutment). 
 
Meeting the 50 feet requirement of Section XII.A.4 would create extreme hardship, and be unreasonably costly to the 
utility consumer. PSNH is not able to procure additional real estate rights needed to meet the 50 feet requirement. 
Two alternatives are possible to maintain clearance within the existing rights. The first would be to underground the 
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transmission circuit. The cost to underground an equivalent overhead transmission circuit is approximately 10 times. 
This does not necessarily include additional costs for trenchless construction methods and controls that may be 
required to cross the existing highways. The additional cost would be borne by PSNH and/or its rate payers as 
determined by the Independent System Operator.  
 
The second method would be to place the transmission circuits in the NHDOT right of way to by-pass the bridge 
structures. It would be difficult to complete this design and maintain the clearance requirements as described in UAM 
Section VII.B. If it could be completed and meet the requirements it would require at least two additional structures 
and associated foundations at additional cost. A minimum of four transmission structures would be required in the 
NHDOT right of way. The structures would present potential impediments to NHDOT operations in the future.  
 
According to Section III of the UAM, PSNH requests exception to the requirements in Section XII.A.4. Specifically, PSNH 
requests exception to the requirement that “Aerial utility lines shall not cross highway structures or cross the roadway 
within 50’ of a highway structure.” PSNH requests that this crossing be reviewed on a “case by case basis” as allowed 
in Section XII.A.4 because it is an existing crossing right of way. PSNH requests this exception based on the details 
previously described. Meeting the 50 feet requirement of Section XII.A.4 would create extreme hardship, and be 
unreasonably costly to the utility consumer. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Kurt I. Nelson 

Sr. Licensing and Permitting Specialist 
Kurt.nelson@eversource.com 
(603) 714-3031 
 
Cc: Lynn Frazier, P.E., Louis Berger 
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Environmental Checklist 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION
CHECKLIST

Excavation Permit, Encroachment Permit, and Major Drive Permit Applicants are responsible for evaluating their project(s) for impacts 
to the environment and verifying compliance with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.  This checklist is intended to provide a 
summary of the environmental evaluation undertaken by the Applicant.  In addition to completing this checklist, the Applicant is
responsible for securing all necessary environmental permits and approvals. Issuance of the Excavation Permit, Encroachment Permit, 
or Driveway Permit is not an indication that the NH Department of Transportation (the Department) concurs with, or approves the
environmental evaluation performed by the Applicant or  designee(s). All Applicants must provide applicable 
information and documentation associated with this checklist prior to issuance of the excavation or encroachment permit for the
Department   record. 

Disturbed Area (This includes, but may not be limited to any excavation and/or vegetation clearing)
Provide total square footage of land disturbance: 1,705,961 SF
Consult NHDES, and/or visit the link provided, to determine if your project will require an AOT permit 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/?sm=u5SDvBCP0R2ThzxF3f2E%2fQ%3d%3d). Provide the Alteration of Terrain (AOT) 
Permit Number, if an AOT permit is required: Please refer to NHSEC Docket No. 2015-04
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Intent Tracking Number, if disturbing over 1 acre of 
land: NPDES NOI Tracking Number will be established prior to construction and is not available at this time

Cultural and/or Historic Resources 
Work conducted within 25 feet of a cemetery will comply with RSA 289:3. 
Work that impacts stone walls or other boundary markers will comply with RSA 472:6. 
Provide the New Hampshire Department of Historic Resources (DHR), Request for Project Review (RPR) file number 
(http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/review/rpr.htm) for projects that utilize any state or federal funds, or require a state or federal 
permits (i.e. wetlands permit): NHDHR R&C Number: #6528

Endangered Species - Attach to this checklist documentation of concurrence, as applicable, from the following agencies/groups:
NH Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB), Use the  NHB DataCheck Tool 
(https://www2.des.state.nh.us/nhb_datacheck/signin.aspx) for online inquiries.  NHB ID: NHB15-3561 
US Fish & Wildlife Service, Use Information for Planning and Conservation  (IPaC) tool (http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ )
for online inquiries.  USFWS Consultation Tracking Number: 05E1NE00-2015-SLI-0118 
NH Fish & Game Department, as necessary should there be concerns identified through either the IPaC tool, or NHB 
review.

Floodplains/Floodways - Attach to this checklist documentation of concurrence from the following:
NH Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) Floodplain Management Program, for a project that encroaches on regulatory 
floodway; creates new obstructions in the 100 year floodplain; or alters any drainage patterns.  See Attachment A

Wetlands/Water Quality  Permits must be obtained for any project that impacts wetlands/areas under the jurisdiction of RSA
482-A.  If your project impacts wetlands or other RSA 482-A jurisdictional areas, complete the following

NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES), Wetlands Permit number: See below                              
Army Corps of Engineers, Wetlands Permit number: Please refer to NHSEC Docket No. 2015-04                            
NHDES Shoreland Permit number: Please refer to NHSEC Docket No. 2015-04

Contamination -Perform a NHDES OneStop Web GIS search (http://www2.des.state.nh.us/gis/onestop/register.asp ) to identify
any potential contamination and/or known remediation sites (active or closed) within 1,000 feet of the project, and/or impacts to 
known asbestos disposal sites (ADSs).

NHDES site number(s): See Attachment A

Invasive Plant Species  Activities that disturb invasive plants or their root systems must comply with Prohibited Invasive Plant
Species Rules (Agr 3800 )

Provide a map/plan showing locations of known invasive plant populations within the project area. See Attachment A.

I, the undersigned, take responsibility for the above reviews. To the best of my knowledge and ability, the information represented 
in this document is accurate, and in conformance with applicable rules and regulations at the time of submission.

Applicant Signature Date ___8/28/18

Created March 2016 
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ATTACHMENT A

State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation
Environmental Documentation Checklist

Public Service Company of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy
Seacoast Reliability Project (SRP)
August 27, 2018

This document includes additional information pertaining to the State of New Hampshire Department of
Transportation (NHDOT) Environmental Documentation Checklist.

Disturbed Area
No additional information.

Cultural and/or Historic Resources
No additional information.

Endangered Species
Eversource has maintained extensive dialogue and coordination with the NHNHB, USFWS and NHF&G
throughout the ongoing project development and permitting process. Please refer to the NHSEC Docket
No. 2015 04 for documentation regarding these communications and for natural resource reporting and
other information.

Floodplains/Floodways
Eversource has communicated with the NH Floodplain Management Program. In addition, Eversource has
included information regarding floodplain areas within the Project corridor to NHDES and the US Army
Corps of Engineers as a part of the NHDES Wetlands Permit Application and associated attachments.

Eversource has reviewed potential impacts to floodplains and floodway areas that are located within the
proposed project corridor. The SRP corridor crosses several floodplain areas and five new structures (a
total of 6 individual poles) will be located within Zone A/AE, or 100 year floodplains, or Flood Fringe areas.
The underground and submarine portions of the project within and adjacent to the floodplains associated
with College Brook and Little Bay (respectively) will all be installed below grade and restored to original
grade with no effect on the flood storage of the affected areas. Minimal flood storage losses are
anticipated due to the five new structures or the underground/submarine portions of the project and
therefore compensatory flood storage will not be provided. Three existing structures will be removed
from floodplain areas resulting in a net increase of only two transmission structures and areas surrounding
the proposed new structures will be restored to their original grade following installation.

Wetlands/Water Quality
No additional information.

Contamination
See Attached Table
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Invasive Plant Species
Detailed mapping of invasive species is not available at this time, as it has not been a prior requirement
associated with permitting or other agency coordination. There are, however, known to be some areas
with invasive plants based on qualitative reviews.

Eversource will comply with the following NHDES wetlands permit condition for the project:

29. At least sixty (60) days prior to the start of construction, the Applicant shall retain an independent 
environmental monitor to assure compliance with permit conditions during and after construction 
activities, including one year of post-construction corridor monitoring after one full growing season 
and preparation of appropriate compliance reports for submittal tq NH DES. The monitoring shall 
include a site inspection, vegetation cover estimates in restored freshwater wetlands, salt marsh, 
and uplands, including tidal buffer zone and protected shoreland, by species in random plots, 
photographs, and wildlife observations. Areas with less than 80% cover at the end of the growing 
season will require additional seed or other appropriate enhancements. Areas with erosion shall be 
repaired immediately. Invasive species shall be removed from restoration areas and disposed of in a 
manner and location to preclude their survival and spread. A monitoring report shall be submitted 
to NH DES by November 1 of the year following construction impacts.

In general, Eversource and its contractors will work with Environmental Monitors before and during
construction to train and identify areas with invasive species and will implement the applicable best
management practices (BMPs), including compliance with the Prohibited Invasive Plant Species Rules (Agr
3800 ) and the NHDOT manual �Best Management Practices for Roadside Invasive Plants� when working
in NHDOT ROW areas, and at the least general BMPs for control of invasive species when working in non
NHDOT ROW areas in order to limit their spread.
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13 Legends Drive 

Hooksett, NH 03106 

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT D 
 

Driveway Permit Applications 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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1
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Ellipse
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Text Box
Temporary access for construction of utility poles and lines
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
District 1, 641 Main St, Lancaster, NH 03584  District 4, 19 Base Hill Road, Swanzey, NH 03446 

District 2, 8 Eastman Hill Road, Enfield, NH 03748  District 5, 16 East Point Drive, Bedford, NH 03110 

District 3, 2 Sawmill Rd, Gilford, NH 03249   District 6, PO Box 740, Durham, NH 03824 

 

APPLICATION FOR DRIVEWAY PERMIT 

Pursuant to the provisions of Revised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 236, Section 13 (printed on reverse of application) and 

amendments thereto, and Declaratory Ruling 2000-01, permission is requested to: (select one): Construct / Alter 

(Indicate quantity of)       driveway entrance(s) to my property on the (select):  North / South / East / West side of 

NH Route ________________ or Street/Road: _____________________________________ In the Town of 

________________________      at a location which will meet the requirements for safety specified in said statutes. 
 

The driveway entrance(s) requested is (are) for access to: _____________________________________________________ 

        Residence, Industry, Business, Subdivision, Other 

Describe nature and size of industry, business or subdivision: __________________________________________________ 

      Feet (select): North / South / East / West of Utility Pole Number: ____________________________ 

      Feet (select Feet or Miles): North / South / East / West of Road or Junction: ______________________________ 
 

Town Tax Map # ________________________________ and Lot # ____________________________________________ 
 

As the landowner (or designated applicant) I agree to the following: 

1. To construct driveway entrance(s) only for the bonafide purpose of securing access to private property such that 

the highway right-of-way is used for no purpose other than travel. 

2. To construct driveway entrance(s) at permitted location(s). 

3. To construct driveway entrance(s) in accordance with statutes, rules, standard drawings, and permit 

specifications as issued by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 

4. To defend, indemnify and hold harmless the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and its duly 

appointed agents and employees against any action for personal injury and/or property damage sustained by 

reason of the exercise of this permit. 

5. To furnish and install drainage structures that are necessary to maintain existing highway drainage and 

adequately handle increased runoff resulting from the land development and obtain all easements thereto. 

6. I am the owner or a duly authorized agent of the owner of the parcel upon which the driveway will be 

constructed. I have provided accurate and complete title and subdivision information concerning the parcel to 

the Department. I understand that the Department is relying on this information in considering this application 

and that the Department does not perform independent title research or make judgments about title or access 

disputes. 
 

• For new driveway(s), include copy of current deed and, if not the same, previous deed dated prior to July 

1, 1971 of the parcel.  If this parcel is part of a larger tract subdivided after July 1, 1971, then provide 

complete subdivision plans and deed history dating back to at least July 1, 1971. 
 

• Attach sketch or plan showing existing and proposed driveway(s) and the adjacent highway indicating 

distance to town road, town line, or other readily identifiable feature or landmark and also to the nearest 

utility pole (including pole numbers) 

           

        

Signature of Landowner (Applicant)  Mailing Address 

             

Printed Name of Landowner  Town/City, State, Zip Code 

Date:        Telephone Number(s)       

  

Contact /Agent, if not Landowner:       
 

  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

GPS N = _________________________    GPS W = __________________________ 

Section: ________________   Width: _________________   Speed: ______________ 

Right of Way: ______________   Drainage: ______________   SLD: _____________ 

Conditions: ___________________________________________________________        

Permit Number Assigned:                               
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§ 236:13 Driveways and Other Accesses to the Public Way. – I. It shall be unlawful to construct, or alter in any way that substantially 

affects the size or grade of, any driveway, entrance, exit, or approach within the limits of the right-of-way of any class I or class III 

highway or the state-maintained portion of a class II highway that does not conform to the terms and specifications of a written permit 

issued by the Commissioner of transportation. 

 

II. Pursuant to this section, a written construction permit application must be obtained from and filed with the department of transportation 

by any abutter affected by the provisions of paragraph I. Before any construction or alteration work is commenced, said permit application 

shall have been reviewed, and a construction permit issued by said department. Said permit shall: 

 

(a) Describe the location of the driveway, entrance, exit, or approach. The location shall be selected to most adequately protect the safety of 

the traveling public. 

 

(b) Describe any drainage structures, traffic control devices, and channelization islands to be installed by the abutter. 

 

(c) Establish grades that adequately protect and promote highway drainage and permit a safe and controlled approach to the highway in all 

seasons of the year. 

 

(d) Include any other terms and specifications necessary for the safety of the traveling public. 

 

III. For access to a proposed commercial or industrial enterprise, or to a subdivision, all of which for the purposes of this section shall be 

considered a single parcel of land, even though acquired by more than one conveyance or held nominally by more than one owner: 

 

(a) Said permit application shall be accompanied by engineering drawings showing information as set forth in paragraph II. 

 

(b) Unless all season safe sight distance of 400 feet in both directions along the highway can be obtained, the commissioner shall not permit 

more than one access to a single parcel of land, and this access shall be at that location which the commissioner determines to be safest. 

The commissioner shall not give final approval for use of any additional access until it has been proven to him that the 400-foot all season 

safe sight distance has been provided. 

 

(c) For the purposes of this section, all season safe sight distance is defined as a line which encounters no visual obstruction between 2 

points, each at a height of 3 feet 9 inches above the pavement, and so located as to represent the critical line of sight between the operator 

of a vehicle using the access and the operator of a vehicle approaching from either direction. 

 

IV. No construction permit shall allow: 

 

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach 

may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the highway to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the 

particular driveway, entrance, exit or approach. 

 

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel of land unless the frontage along that 

highway exceeds 500 feet. 

 

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner of transportation by paragraphs 

I, II, III and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board in cities and towns in which the planning board has been granted the power to 

regulate the subdivision of land as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this section. Such regulations may delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, 

board of selectmen, or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions 

governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the public right of way, and any 

landowner or landowner's agent altering a boundary in accordance with such provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual 

agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA 472:6, II (a). 

 

VI. The commissioner of transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the adequacy and safety of every 

existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a permit 

under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of property to which the access is appurtenant shall have 

continuing responsibility for the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining to such access, whether or 

not located within the public right of way. If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the highway or its surface, 

ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, 

the commissioner of transportation or planning board or their designee may issue an order to the landowner or other party responsible for 

such access to repair or remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required therefor. The order shall describe the 

hazard, prescribe what corrective action or alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a reasonable 

time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent 

as a permit issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or 

their designee may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the traveling public, and the owner or other 

responsible party shall be civilly liable to the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action. 

 

§ 236:14 Penalty. – Any person who violates any provision of this subdivision or the rules and regulations made under authority thereof 

shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, or guilty of a misdemeanor if any other person; and, in addition, shall be liable for the cost 

of restoration of the highway to a condition satisfactory to the person empowered to give such written permission. 
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License No.       
       

 
PETITION AND POLE LICENSE 

 
PETITION 

 
[City Name] Durham, New Hampshire         [Date] 04/ 05/2019 
 
To the Department of Transportation of the State of New Hampshire Eversource Energy and N/A, 
requests a license to install and maintain underground conduits, cable and wires, and maintain poles and 
structures with wires, cables, and devices thereon, together with such sustaining, strengthening, and 
protecting fixtures as may be necessary along, and under the following public ways: US Route 4. 
 
[Company Name] Eversource Energy [Company Name] N/A  
 
By: ___________________________________ By: _______________________________________ 
 

LICENSE 
 
Upon the foregoing petition and it appearing that the public good so requires, it is hereby 
 

ORDERED 
 
this       day of April, [year] 2019, that [Company Name] Eversource Energ and [Company Name] N/A 
be and hereby granted a license to erect and maintain poles and structures, with wires, cables, conduits, and 
devices thereon, together with sustaining, strengthening and protecting fixtures, in the public ways covered 
by said petition. All of said wires except such as are vertically attached to poles and structures shall be 
placed in accordance with the National Safety Code in effect at the time of petition and/or license is 
granted. 
 
Where Applicable, in accordance with RSA 72:23, I(b), this agreement is made between the parties subject 
to the condition that the owner/ operator shall pay all properly assessed real and personal property taxes.  
Failure of the owner/ operator to pay duly assessed personal and real taxes when due shall be cause to 
terminate this agreement.  In accordance with the requirements of RSA 72:23, I(b), the owner/operator 
shall be obligated to pay real and personal property taxes on structures or improvements added. 
 
The approximate location of the poles and structures shall be shown on plan marked       
 
and       No. [License No.]       dated      , attached to and made a part hereof. 
 
State of New Hampshire 
 
 
By: ______________________________________________________ 
      For the New Hampshire Department of Transportation, District No. [1] 
 
 
 
Received and entered into the records of the Town/City of Durham New Hampshire, Book       , Page 
      . 
 
Date:        Attest:       

 Town Clerk 
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License No.       
       

 
PETITION AND POLE LICENSE 

 
PETITION 

 
[City Name] Madbury, New Hampshire         [Date] 04/ 05/2019 
 
To the Department of Transportation of the State of New Hampshire Eversource Energy and N/A, 
requests a license to install and maintain underground conduits, cable and wires, and maintain poles and 
structures with wires, cables, and devices thereon, together with such sustaining, strengthening, and 
protecting fixtures as may be necessary along, and under the following public ways: Madbury Road. 
 
[Company Name] Eversource Energy [Company Name] N/A  
 
By: ___________________________________ By: _______________________________________ 
 

LICENSE 
 
Upon the foregoing petition and it appearing that the public good so requires, it is hereby 
 

ORDERED 
 
this       day of January, [year] 2012, that [Company Name] Eversource Energ and [Company Name] 
N/A be and hereby granted a license to erect and maintain poles and structures, with wires, cables, 
conduits, and devices thereon, together with sustaining, strengthening and protecting fixtures, in the public 
ways covered by said petition. All of said wires except such as are vertically attached to poles and 
structures shall be placed in accordance with the National Safety Code in effect at the time of petition 
and/or license is granted. 
 
Where Applicable, in accordance with RSA 72:23, I(b), this agreement is made between the parties subject 
to the condition that the owner/ operator shall pay all properly assessed real and personal property taxes.  
Failure of the owner/ operator to pay duly assessed personal and real taxes when due shall be cause to 
terminate this agreement.  In accordance with the requirements of RSA 72:23, I(b), the owner/operator 
shall be obligated to pay real and personal property taxes on structures or improvements added. 
 
The approximate location of the poles and structures shall be shown on plan marked       
 
and       No. [License No.]       dated      , attached to and made a part hereof. 
 
State of New Hampshire 
 
 
By: ______________________________________________________ 
      For the New Hampshire Department of Transportation, District No. [1] 
 
 
 
Received and entered into the records of the Town/City of Madbury New Hampshire, Book       , Page 
      . 
 
Date:        Attest:       

 Town Clerk 



 
13 Legends Drive 

Hooksett, NH 03106 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENT H 
 

Requested Plans for Highway Maintenance Coordination 
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